THE   NATION   IS   BORN
of the New Solemnity of the Body of Christ, that is to say, on i6th
day of the month of June, in the year of Our Lord 1373, of the
Indication of the nth, and of the Pontificate of the Lord Pope
Gregory the Xlth, the 3rd year . . . " and although nearly 600
years old it still forms the basis of Anglo-Portuguese friendship and
understanding.
The Lady Eleanor was none other than the beautiful Leonor
Teles, already the wife of another when taken by Dom Fernando
as his Queen and Consort in 1371. The characters in the order of
their appearance at this stage in the development of Portugal might
be given as follows : the King, an irresponsible, cheerful, bold-eyed
youth when he went to the throne aged twenty-two, but prematurely
decrepit by the time he had reached the thirties ; Leonor, first the
wife ofJoao Lourenco da Cunha, then the Queen of Portugal, and
while Queen the lover of a Galician, the Count Ourem ; her sister,
Maria Teles, a beautiful young widow ; Beatriz, the daughter of
Leonor's union with King Fernando ; Henry II, an ageing Kong of
Castile ; his son, Juan, to whom the girl Beatriz was given in
marriage ; Dom Joao, Master of Avis and a natural son of King "
Pedro the Justicer ; his collaborators, Nun' Alvares Pereira, who
became famous as the Holy Constable, and Joao das Regras, a
lawyer. The audience were the people of Lisbon groaning under
the burden of three long, costly and unprofitable wars with Castile.
The play, a melodrama with moments of tragedy, might be called
" Portugal at the Crossroads, or On the Eve of Aljubarotta".
Leonor's husband, the unfortunate and little-known Joao
Lourenco da Cunha, had a very small part. Refusing to connive
at divorce on the representation of the King, he fled the country
fearful of his life. Maria the widow, whose beauty was a source
of danger to Leonor, was murdered by Joao, one of the sons of
Pedro and Inez de Castro, at the instigation of Leonor. Fernando
died in October, 1383, in tears as he received the Sacrament and
saying, " All this I believe as a true Christian, and I believe too that
God gave me these realms to maintain with peace and justice, and I
for my sins have acted in such wise that I shall give Him very ill
account of them ".3 Juan of Castile had meanwhile succeeded his
father as King and, on hearing of the death of Fernando, he
immediately called upon Leonor to proclaim Beatriz as Queen of
Portugal and himself as King. This Leonor did in accordance with
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